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THE GUYANA-VE

Uz UBLA BCIDIR ROW

The century-old territorial dispute between Venezuela and her

inglish-speaking neighbour on the South Americen mainlsnd, is again in the news.

Considered settled in 1899 under ths Treaty of yashington, the border question

resurfaced in 1962 as part of an imperialist campaign as the author explains, to

destabilise his People's Progressive Party (PPP) Government.

Himeelf z former Premier of Cuyana, author Cheddi Jagan speaks authoritztive-
ly on the subject, accuéing his rival Forbes Burnham (now fxecutive President)
of having entered into a conspiracy with snglo=-American imperielism and Venezuels.
This resulted in the 1966 Genevae jgreement and the Pert-of-Spain Frotocol, the
latter placing in cold storage for an initial 12-year reriod any ssarch for a
solution. The matiter has now come into the open &s Venezuela refuses 1o re-new

or extend the Protocols
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THE GU ALA-VENRZULSLA BORDER RO

by Cheddi Jagan.

Venezuela has once again revved up its claim to nearly threenfifths or
SC, 000 sgs miles of Guyana's territory. Its government has decleored tha® 1% does
not intend to extend the Port~of-Spain irotocol, whicl ends in June 1982, and
opposes the implementation of a LS .'2,00C million hydro-electric-smelter project
in the area she claims. The Venezuelan kinister of Youth is reported to have

led a contingent/ of youths into Cuyanese territory near the border with Venezuelan

r'p

he Guyana government hes whipped up an almost hysterical campaign on tre
border issue. Venezuelan actions have been deemed as aggression for the purponse
of taking over a vast area, the richest part of the country, and of hindering
development. Epithets such as "fascist enslavers, conquistadores, terror igts,

bandits" etc. have been hurled.

How real is the threat from Venezuela% Is there a serious darger of iminert
rilitery aggression? Is the intended purchase of the sophisticated ¥16 f3 ighters
by Venezuela from the USz, about whigh the Guyana fovernment his expressed

concern, meant for o blitzkrieg attack on Cuyana?
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